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finance leader.
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Permission to
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Sue Ellen Cooper
talks about the Red
Hat Society at the
Festival of Reading.
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Mix wheelchairs, a ball, and a whole lot of
aggression and you have the unique sport of
wheelchair rugby, one that lives up to its
intimidating other name: Murderball. The
chair-to-chair contact sport for quadriplegics is
based loosely on basketball and ·soccer rules,
with a little hockey thrown in.
Those who went to the Campus Activities
Center Tuesday, Oct. 25, got to see a
demonstration of the exciting sport as part of
. the campus' second annual Disability
Awareness Week.
The Tampa Generals, a local team that
competes in tournaments all over the nation,
showed spectators at USF St. Petersburg the
unique sport and how it's played.
Brian Sterner swore he wouldn't play
"crippled sports" after an accident left him
paralyzed and confined to a wheelchair. But
that was before he joined a
wheelchair rugby team
"It was the first and an opponent
threatened to punch him
time someone in
the face his first game.
treated me
"It was the first time
·someone treated me
normally since normally since my
my accident:~
accident," Sterner said.
Murderball has grown
in popularity since this
BRIAN STERNER past July when the movie

RUGBY ON WHEELS

I Lance Leger, a USF St. Petersburg

of the ·same name was released. The film
employee, participates in the sport of wheelchair rugby. Students and
gained nationwide acclaim for its depiction of
staff were given the opportunity to play with the Tampa Generals, a
athletes driven by a competitive spirit despite
wheelchair rugby team, at the Campus Activities Center on Oct. 25.
being confined to a wheelchair.
·Despite their disabilities, the Tampa Generals completely dominated the
The game is played along football
volunteer opponents.
guidelines, with two endzones that players
have to pass through in order to score.
Whoever has the ball must either pass or
chairs are specially made with wheels bent in
bounce the ball every 10 seconds to keep the
to keep hands from getting caught in the
game moving along.
spokes. A player's feet are also strapped in the
Participants must have impairments in both chair to keep them protected from other chairs
or players.
their lower and upper body. Most of the competitors are quadriplegics, who have limited or
The event included a demonstration by the
no function in any of their four limbs.
team itself and two quarters of what they
called "amateur hour." Mark Pezzo, who
The players are classified according to a
points system based on their arm skill level. A
brought his Social/Behavioral Honors Science
level 3.5 is considered the most able, while a .5 class to see the exhibition, was one .of the
participants. Junior George Basley, majoring
indicates the least amount of arm strength.
Members are evaluated before they join to
in English, played after he found out they had
make sure they are qualified to participate.
an extra chair.
"Those guys are scary out there," Basley
Dave "Ruti" Ceruti, an offensive lineman
for the Generals, is rated as a level one.
said.
Although, he has limited strength, he can still
Murderball was invented in the late 1970s in
Canada for wheelchair-bound people who
move his chair fast down the court. Sterner
refers to him as the "claw" beca1loSe he bumps
wanted a competitive sport of their own. The
into people, interlocking their chairs so that
sport became legitimate in the United States in
the late 1980s when the United States Quad
opponents are unable to move unless Ceruti
unhooks himself.
Rugby Association was developed.
· Despite all of the banging and hitting that
Out of about 45 U.S. teams, the Generals
goes on during a game, players usually end up
with only minor bumps and bruises. The
SEE MURDERBALL PAGE 6
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by GENESSA POTH
assistant editor

MOVIE NIGHT: MADAGASCAR
On Friday, Nov. 4, the Harborside Activities
Board is hosting the movie "Madagascar" at the
Campus Activities Center. The event, which is
free for students and $5 for non-students, will be
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m .. Pizza will also be provid. ed. For more information, contact the
Harborside Activities Board at 553-4599.

ETHICS BOWL
On Saturday, Nov. 5, USF St. Petersburg, St.
Petersburg College and Eckerd College are sponsoring the Southeast Regional Ethics Bowl,
which will be held in Davis Hall 'in the Steidinger
Auditorium. The event will be held from about 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. and is open to the public. There
will be 17 teams from 14 schools competing in
the debate-style competition.

NATIVE AMERICAN DISPLAY
Harborside Activities Board and Multicultural
Affairs are co-sponsoring a display of Native
American history and culture in Davis Lobby
Monday, Nov. 7 through Friday, Nov. 11. The
display is in honor of Native American Month.
For more information, please contact the
Harborside Activities Board at 553-4599.

INFORMATION SESSIONS
The Academic Success Center is hosting infor- ·
mation sessions on Achievement and Motivation
on Tuesday, Nov. 8 from noon to 1 p.m. and on
Conventions and Style on Wednesday, Nov. 9
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. The sessions will be held in
Terrace 400. For more information, contact
Diane McKinstry at 553-4632.
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Nasser
resigns post
USFSP budget officer Max Kerlin takes over as interim
regional vice chancellor of Administration and Finance
by J USTI N L0 WERY
staff writer

New faculty group aims to
encourage conversations about
research
by CHRI STI NA CASTEL LA NA

On Oct. 20, Abdul Nasser
stepped down from his position as
the regional vice chancellor of
Administration and Finance for
USF St. Petersburg.
Since coming to the campus in
June 2003, Nasser has overseen
major additions to the growth of
the campus, including its first
residence hall and a new six-story
parking garage, both set to open in
fall 2006. His job was to provide
leadership for the campus and
manage multiple financial and
administrative units including:
budgets, human resources, plant
operations and maintenance,
facilities planning and
construction, and public safety
and parking services.
"I believe Mr. Nasser's
contributions are most apparent to
the students and general public in
the construction projects, but his
ability to work with people and to
develop a strong team of
professionals in Finance and
Administration was significant,"
said Regional Chancellor Karen
A. White. "He was also effective
in working with the USF Systemwide Finance Committee on
issues that cross all campuses of

USF."
Nasser, who was unable to be
interviewed for this story, left for a
similar position overseas at United
Arab Emirates University.
With the campus being kneedeep in a variety of construction
projects, White said she will miss
Nasser's leadership.
"When someone is as effective
and personable .as Mr. Nasser,
there is no good time to leave,"
White said. "Although we are sad
to see a friend and competent
leader leave, the University will
continue to grow and move
forward."
Max Kerlin, budget officer for
USF St. Petersburg, has been
appointed as the interim regional
vice chancellor of Administration
and Finance. The school has also
launched a search for a permanent
replacement. Charles Brown, who
is heading-up the search
committee, has started the
screening process by devising a·
job description and placing an
advertisement in the Chroniclefor
Higher Education. The campus has
already received many
applications, nominations and
inquiries, Brown said.

'

Student Govt. wrap-up Student Govt. aids
in ·hurricane relief

by EMMA SYLVESTER
contributing writer

by SHAWN GEARHART
Sixteen student government
members and five others were in
attendance at the Oct. 26
meeting.
Jim Grant, director of
Planning and Facilities, discussed the student lounge project
in Davis Hall. The project is
expected to be completed at the
end of November. It was originally supposed to be finished in
September but delays in materials and a small fire prevented
this from being possible.
A coffee bar is now being
included in the lounge. This
includes a counter, power and
water connection for USFSP
. students to use as they please.
The Davis Hall remodeling
was not the student government's
call, and SG President Tom

Sharing
ideas

Piccolo said he felt campus
administration could have
handled things a little better.
Nomination forms can now be
filled out for the Outstanding
Graduate award. The nominee
must be graduating this semester.
Director of Student Life
Regina Young Hyatt raised the
issue that many of the student
government members, especially
executive members, will be
graduating soon. She said this
means that current and future
repres.entatives need to figure out
what direction they want for
student government in the future.
Piccolo said that student
government needs to be more
proactive than reactive.
SEE

SGA
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contributing writer
A recent campus effort to raise money for the
victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita brought in
$519. The amount was well short of the $5,000
organizers had hoped to raise. The donations will _
now be turned over to the American Red Cross.
"We felt we would get the most recognition from
the Red Cross,'' said Student Government President
Tom Piccolo, who coordinated the effort. "People
see the c;ommercials and know they are helping."
The drive was initiated by Student Government
days after Hurricane Katrina made landfall and
ended on October 14. Piccolo said that if everyone
on campus gave one dollar they would be able to
meet their goal.
· After members of the Student Government spoke
with USFSP Regional Chancellor Karen A White
about their desire to help raise money for those
suffering along the Gulf Coast, they placed posters
SEE

RELIEF
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staff writer
It's obvious to students that
professors at USF St. Petersburg spend
much of their time teaching. But
faculty members have two other
responsibilities as well: to serve the
profession and to conduct research.
The last of those three elements
enriches the educational process by
ensuring that students are l~arning
from professors who are themselves
actively engaged in their fields of study.
To encourage faculty to pursue their
research projects, Cheryl A Koski,
assistant professor of Journalism arrd
Media Studies, is in the process of
developing the Scholarly Research
Roundtable with input from Lisa Stark,
associate professor of English, and
Chris D'Elia of the Office of Research.
The group's monthly meetings are
intended to allow junior and senior
faculty to discuss their research projects
in an informal setting.
Koski said that because research
tends to be a solitary endeavor, she
wanted to provide professors with a
network on campus that will encourage
research by providing faculty with a
sense of camaraderie. She added that
she was inspired to create the
Roundtable by attending a presentation
on faculty research that was made last
year by V Mark Durand, Regional
Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs.
The Roundtable will allow professors to brainstorm future projects and
receive guidance on current projects,
thus enriching the quality of their
teaching. Above all, Koski said she
wants educators to have the
oppor~nity to be part of a research
community where their enthusiam for
scholarship will flourish. She
emphasized that new junior faculty
members would benefit greatly from
the Roundtable, allowing them to
harness the knowledge and experience
of senior faculty.
The research group will start initially
in the journalism department in
January 2006 when the department's
new director, Tony Silvia, arrives on
campus. Onc;e the Roundtable gains
momentum, Koski hopes that it will
encompass all three colleges - Arts and
Sciences, Education and Business - to
foster faculty collaboration and in
general to boost reseach productivity
on campus. The benefit to students at
USF St. Petersburg is that they will be
learning from professors who are at the
forefront of the fields in which they
teach.

I
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ABOUT // The Crow~ Nest is a
student-run publication that has served
the faculty, staff and students of the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
since 1969.The newspaper is published
in the fall and spring semesters and
contains news stories, features and
entertainment pieces we believe are of
interest to our readership. Since spring
2005, The Crow's Nest has been published
on a weekly basis.
The Crow's Nest is funded each semester

by a portion of revenue generated from
Activities and Services fees as well as
ad.vertising revenue. The continued
support of the paper i; essential to
providing the campus with an unfiltered
look at the issues affecting it and the
surrounding area.

DISTRIBUTION // Wedistribute
1,000 copies of the newspaper each
Wednesday to the various departments
around campus. You can pick up the
latest copy ofthe newspaper each
Wednesday at !he following locations:
Campus Activities Center, Fitness Center,
FCT complex, Davis Hall student lounge,
Barnes & Noble Bookstore, Bayboro
Bookstore (inside, between the store
and the Tavern), outside the entrance to
the Bayboro computer lab, Bayboro
downstairs just inside the west entrance,
the Academic Success Center, the Marine
Sciences Lab, Poynter Library (rack next
to the circulation desk), upstairs throughout Davis and Coquina Halls, and the
College of Business.
We also deliver to the academic and
administrative offices for the faculty and
staff within, including Academic Affairs,
Student Affairs, the Regional Chancellor's
office, Snell House and Williams House.
If The (row's Nest is not being delivered
to a location near you, please contact us
at usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com or (727)
553-4113, and we will make sure to
bring copies to your area.

SUBMISSIONS If

We're always
on the lookout (after all, we are The
Crow~ Nest) for well-written articles that
cover issues. affecting campus life.lf you
have an article you'd like to submit for
our consideration, send it to
usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com as an .rtf or
.doc attachment. You can also leave a
copy of the article in the Crow~ Nest
mailbox, located in the Club room in the
Campus Activity Center. We welcome
submissions from faculty, staff and
students alike.

r
welcomes letters to the editor. To be

LETTERS I

The (row's Nest

considered for publication, letters must
be 150 words or less. Please include full
name, position (e.g. student, faculty,
etc.), e-mail and telephone number for
verification purposes only. E-mail letters
to usfcrowsnest@yahoo.com. If a letter is
selected for publication, it will not be
reworded in any way. If it must be cut for
length, the author will be contacted.
Letters are chosen at the discretion of the
editorial board.
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by ANTH0 NY SAl VEGGI
editor
live from various locales in southSome will argue that these· live
west Florida. Not to interview
shots are essential because people
anyone. Nat to show us the insides need to see the dangerous
conditions so they can understand
of shelters or update viewers on
the urgency of planning for an
the progress of evacuation efforts.
Instead, they were fulfilling their
evacuation. If that were the case,
solemn obligation to enable people ·cameramen couldget the footage
to govern themselves by reminding and come right back to the studio.
us that hurricanes are very wet,
But then we wouldn't have
very windy and very powerful.
scintillating exchanges like these:
I'm grateful for local news ·
News anchor in dry studio:
"What are the conditions like?
broadcasts that expose dirty
restaurants and shady businessmen They look pretty bad."
and give me the sports scores at 23
Drenched reporter: "It is bad.
minutes past the hour.
It's extremely windy. If I wasn't ·
But what I don't need to see ever standing in this .doorway I'd get
blown into the Gulf right now."
again are reporters and camera
News anchor in dry studio:
operators driving hundreds of
"That's very interesting. Could you
miles so that they can show me
move out a, bit so our viewers can
·that hurricanes are dangerous.
Look, if you're not sure if it's
get a better sense of what you
mean?"
safe to go outside and you have
Drenched reporter: "Sure. I'm
TV, chances are you live in a
stepping back now, and..... .
fortress and have little to worry
aaaah!!!" .
about.
So I get a bit miffed when I see
Now I understand.
reporters who can barely keep their
eyes open from the stinging rain
trying to give a meaningless report
Anthony Salveggi is a graduate student
as they inhale large amounts of
water. All while trying not to
in journalism. He can be reached at
become human projectiles.
usji'rowsnest@yahoo.com.

If you have a television, chances
are you and your family did what
my family did two weekends ago
and periodically tu11ed in to one of
the local stations to keep track of
The Storm that Wouldn't Move,
Hurricane Wilma.
For a month of Sundays, Wilma
was content to batter the resort
town of Cancun, Mexico, leaving
most Floridians in a state of
anxiety and meteorologists plenty
of time to calibrate their
instrumentation, consult the
weather tracking system named
after a car security device and reanalyze the data. This was a crafty
storm, they kept reminding us.
And by George if all their efforts
didn't pay off. By Sunday evening,
forecasters in the Tampa Bay area
confidently and accurately
predicted the storm would take a
northeasterly turn, somewhere
between Newfoundland and Cape
Horn.
Lest we forget that we were still
in the "rising action" mode of
Wilma's plot development, brave
producers kept their weather
reports supplemented by sending
the pluckiest reporters to report
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"I'm grateful for
local news broadcasts... But what I
don't need to see
ever again are
reporters and
camera operators
driving hundreds
of miles so that
they can show me
that hurricanes
are danger~us:'
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FESTIVAL OF READING
( PHOTOS AT RIGHT CLOCK\'viSE FROM TOP LEFT )

1. USF's mascot Rocky the Bull flexes his muscles during his audition in the
costume contest at the Festival of Reading on Oct. 29. Rocky did not win but the
crowd cheered wildly as he showed off some muscle. 2. St. Petersburg
resident Alyssa Aldrich, 4, shows off her fairy costume at the Publix Halloween
Costume Parade at the St. Pete Times Festival of Reading..3. After being
judged in the costume contest, Jarod Jones, 1, and Jaxon Jones, 2, seem to be
more concerned with their miniature firetruck. 4. Participants wait anxiously
for the judges' decision during the Festival of Reading's costume contest.

with R. L. Stine
The spinner of horror tales for
children discusses his latest series,
his muses and his childhood fear
by GENESSA P0 TH
assistant editor

R. L. Stine came to USF St. Petersburg
on Saturday, Oct. 29 for the St. Petersburg
Times Festival of Reading. Stine spoke ·
BOOK SIGNING Colin Mulligane, 9, and Alison Watkins, 8, wait as R.l.
about one of his latest book series, "Mostly
Stine signs six of their books during the Festival of Reading on Oct. 29.
Ghostly," signed books for fans and judged
the Publix Halloween Costume Parade.
Assistant editor Genessa Poth got together with with "Rotten School," I get to wish everyone a
Stine via e-mail to bring Crow:S Nest readers the
ROTTEN day!
scoop about this best-selling children's author.
(row's Nest: Why do you prefer writing horror
(row's Nest: What did you like to read as a
stories for childre~ versus writing horror stories
for adults?
kid? What do you like to read now?

I

Stine: When I was a kid, there were these great
horror comics called "Tales From the Crypt"
and "The Vault of Horror." They were bloody
and gruesome and had hilarious, twist endings.
I loved them! Then I discovered the short
stories of Ray Bradbury and got turned on to
science-fiction stories. I couldn't get enough of
them! These days, I read a lot of mystery novels
and thrillers and a lot of new fiction. I only
read fiction :.... I don't like anything real!

Stine: I've been writing for kids for 30 years.

Crow's Nest: What

That's because my 4-D movie, "R.L. Stine's
Haunted Lighthouse," is playing at Busch
Gardens in Tampa. I hope everyone has gone to
see it. It's great 3-D and you get WET!

scared you as a kid?

Stine: Just about everything. I was a very fearful
child. Afraid something
was under my bed, waiting to grab my ankle
when I got out. Afraid
something was lurking in
the garage, waiting for
me. Luckily, I can
remember that feeling of
fear now and put it into
my books.

ct•
~ ·

R.l. Stine

(row's Nest: What was the inspiration for the
characters in your latest "Rotten School" and
"Mostly Ghostly" series?

Stine: I've written more than 200 scary books. I
thought it would be fun to try something different. The "Rotten. School" books are flat-out
funny. The school is filled with crazy characters.
I just let my imagination go wild in dreaming
them up. "Mostly Ghostly" is another series
I've always wanted to write. Poor Max Doyle! I
mean, what would you do if two ghosts were
haunting you - and no one else could see or
hear them?

(row's Nest: What do you hope to accomplish
with this "Rotten School" book tour?
Stine: I love visiting schools and bookstores
and getting to meet my readers in person. I.love
to tell them about my new book series. And

Tl

They're a wonderful audience. They write .to me
and tell me how much they enjoy my books.
Adults don't have time to write to authors. Kids
are a much more enthusiastic audience.

(row's Nest: Why did you decide to participate
in the Festival of Reading? Have you ever been
to the Tampa Bay area before?

Stine: I've been to the Tampa Bay area a LOT.

(row's Nest: What's next? Long-term and
shorHerm goals for the future ...

Stine: I'm having great fun writing three
different series - "Mostly Ghostly", "Fear Street
Nights," and "Rotten School." As long a~ kids
keep reading my books, I'll keep on writing 'em!

R. L. Stine
Biogra'phy
. .·r .::i' .•

. ~mlm*
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Robert lawrenee.Sfine'was born in
Columbus, Ohio 194f Stine'·started
writing at the age of 9~nd has sold over 300
million books to date. In 1965, he graduated
from Ohio State University and dedded to go
to New York City to write humor books for kids.
In 1986, Stine wrote his first horror novel,
"Blind Date:• Afew years later, in 1989, Stine
began writing the ,,Fear Streer series. And in
1992, Stine created his popular#Goosebump~'
series, which became an instant hit with
childrenall over the world. Stine still resides
in New York City with his wife Jane and his
dog Nadine. His son ~af:th~w is a composer,

in

Ahead in red
by EMMA SYl VESTER
contributing writer
.

· ·· ~·
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What do you do?
Nothing.
This is the happy response Sue Ellen
Cooper gives when asked about the Red
Hat Society.
Cooper, the Society's founder and selfproclaimed Queen Mother, was one of
the many guest speakers at the St.
Petersburg Times Festival of Reading
held at USF St. Petersburg Saturday, Oct.
29. But her unique attire made her
impossible to miss.
Cooper is the author of "The Red Hat
Society's Laugh Lines: Stories of
Inspiration." Initially reluctant to write a
book, Cooper went ahead after getting a
call from a major publisher.
The Society began when Cooper gave
her best friend, Linda, a red hat for her
birthday. Along with the hat, Cooper
gave her a poem called "Warning,"
written by Jenny Joseph, about an
eccentric older woman in purple clothing
and a red hat.
Linda liked the hat and poem so much
that Cooper sent the gifts to other friends.
This inspired them to dress up in red and
purple and have tea. The socials went so
well that the first Red Hat Society was
born, consisting of 18 members.
Chapters started popping up all over
the United States. Comprised of women

50 and older, the Society's
dedicated to taking care of
each other. ·
Cooper told her best frie
if they ever reached 10,000
would get a tattoo. Once tl:
milestone she and Linda g<
what else? - red hats.
The once small group h<
blossomed to a million wo1
countries.
"It's like dropping a mat
grass," Cooper said. " It jus
Members get together he
they wi·s h and anyone who
or start a chapter may do s•
"We go out and play tog
said. "We're figuring out h•
want to figure out how to ~
way."
Cooper stressed the imp•
making time for friends. If
it now, she said, you won't
friends later on.
Cooper's daughter, a We
made a Web site for tlie So
came up with the character
mascot. Ruby has come to
essence of the Red Hat Soc
The group prides itself in e
selves, living in the present,
with new ideas and not sht

.
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Acampus
treat
Tiny superheroes and fair
maidens claimed the campus as
their own for a short while last
week
by ANTH0 NY SALV EGGI
editor
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"There's something about putting on
the colors and the costume that
emboldens you a little bit," Cooper said.
"I felt myself in a position of giving
women permission to play."
The back of her book includes permission slips that can be cut out to do things
like flying a kite.
Members enjoy a variety of activities,
including lunch, tea and dinner. They go
to theaters, museums, shops, and sometimes get away for the weekend. They've
. held slumber parties, scavenger hunts - if
·you can think of it, it's been done. And
always in red hats ~d purple clothes.
As friends, the members encourage
each other to do the things they have
always wanted to do. It is never too late
to do something, be it tap dancing or
going back to college.
While the activities vary, certain rituals
must be followed.
The Society has a strong guideline that
members wear the signature colors.
Newer members tend to wear small,
inconspicuous hats and a simple purple
outfit. The longer you are a part of the
group, Cooper explained, the more gaudy
and extravagant the outfits become. .
Wearing fishnets, light jewelry and
decorating one's hat for each holiday are
also common practices.

The mini forces of good, evil and
cuteness descended upon USF St.
Petersburg Friday morning. By the
time they left, they had received lots of
goodies and smiling faces.
Nearly SO children from the nearby
YWCA Family Village, located at 429
Sixth Ave. S. , came dressed as their
favorite characters for Halloween - the
Hulk, Human Torch, Dracula and a
bevy of princesses were among those
who ·made an appearance to delight
USFSP faculty and staff.
With parents and staff members
guidjng them along, the two- to fiveyear-aids marched from Bayboro Hall
to Coquina Hall, stopping for treats
from campus offices along the way.
Regional Chancellor Karen A. White
joined the group for much of the trek,
taking pictures and talking with the
children.
The colorful characters made stops
at Academic Advising and Barnes &
Noble Bookstore. They then returned
to Bayboro Hall, where they were
greeted by costumed staff members
from Financial Aid, Parking Services
and Enrollment Services.
Erin Dunn, interim director of
Financial Aid, coordinated this year's
event.
Dressed as the Yellow Rose of
Texas, Dunn said entertaining the
children brought a lot of joy to the staff
members. She said it was also a way to
bring awareness of the YWCA'.s
services to the campus community.
"Our students get discounts on child
care and none of them know about it,"
Dunn said.
Dunn praised the efforts of
DeeLynn Rivinius, who coordinated
last year's first campus Halloween
event with the YWCA and helped
chaperone the children Friday
morning.
Rivinius' three-year old son Dougie
has attended the YWCA since he was
three-months old. "It's been wonderful
to work here and have him so close,"
she said.
Rivinius, who works as a coordinator in the Regional Chancellor's office,
said she took the initiative last year to
help strengthen the campus' relationship with the women's organization.
She added that USF St. Petersburg,
and the College of Education in
.~

Members we'a r a purple hat and red
clothes for the month of their birthday.
The kazoo is the official instrument,
because anybody can play it.
The founding chapter's favorite places
to find the purple and red items were
thrift and antique stores. Cooper said that
once you start" playing, there is no ·way to
tell where it will go and it becomes a sort
of contest.
"The more bling-bling, the better,"
Cooper explained.
Women under 50 have to wear lighter
colors - a pink hat and lavender attire.
Members then receive their red hats
during a ceremony when they furn SO.
Each member has a title. It is wise to
pick your own title or the members of
your chapter will choose one for you.
Some chapter titles include "Boston
Baked Beings," "Grape Expectations,"
and the "Tee Bags" (they play golf).
The group focuses its energies on
giggling and fun. Cooper explained that
while there is nothing wrong with doing
things for charity, that is not what the
Society is about. "We raise fun, not
funds," she said.
The last line to Cooper's "Ode to the
Red Hat Society" sums up the group's
outlook on l.ife: "We've found tlie place
where we fit in, the place we all belong."
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TRICK-OR-TREAT
1. Interim Director of Financial Aid Erin Dunn, dressed

as the Yellow Rose oflexas, hands out tiny bottles of
bubbles to YWCA trick-or-treaters in Bayboro Hall.
2. Children from the YWCA enjoy juice drinks while
they take a rest in the Nelson Poynter Memorial library.
3. Deelynn Rivinius, coordinator in the Regional
Chancellor's office, prepares to take a photo of the
costumed children gathered in the lobby of the Nelson
Poynter Memorial library. 4. J~miller Ellis, director of
the YWCA Family Village, prepares to take a photo of
some ofthe children gathered behind Davis Hall for the
Halloween event at USF St. Petersburg Friday, Oct. 28.
'i. Student and bookstore employee Ashley Austin
hands out candy to a Star Trek fan while a Power Ranger
PAGE 6 looks on. A/I photosby Anthony Salveggi.
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MURDERBALL
( FROM PAGE 1 )
are ranked lOth best. This area also plays host to
the biggest international event in the world every
Jai:luary.
The General members all come from different
backgrounds. Ceruti, Sterner and Ryan
Lindstrom all injured themselves in accidents. Vi
Vorasane contracted polio from the polio vaccine
itself when he was three years old in his home
country of Laos.
Though each has a unique story, they all play
for the same reason: to express their competitive
spirits and be active in their own way.
"Once you sit in the chair, you are hooked,"
Sterner said.
Lindstrom went to his first Murderball game
shortly after his accident and knew immediately
the sport was for him. But his mother, who was
sitting next to him at the time, was initially
against him joining the team. What is her
motherly advice now?
"She tells me to hit harder!" Lindstrom said.
Another player, Ryan Kress, said it "gives you
something to do instead of sitting around the
house all day."
.
The sport also allows teammates to bond by
understanding each other and what they've
endured in their lives. Sterner ended his part of
the program with one ·small but powerful
summation of Murderball.
- "It's a support group for guys who hate
support groups," he said. "It's where you learn to
live again."
Visft the Tampa Generals' Web site at
http: I h,n,Vlt~geodties. com!tampagensl.

RELIEF
( FROM PAGE 2 )
around campus asking everyone to donate.
The signs directed faculty, staff and students to
the cashier's office in Bayboro Hall, which was
chosen as the lone donation point for security·
reasons. "We wanted everyone to feel safe about
donating their money," Piccolo said.
Terri Johnson, a cashier at USF St. Petersburg,
said a steady flow of people came in donating
money. "It made me feel good to see people
giving," said Johnson.
Emily Wilson, a junior majoring in
International Studies, said she felt like she was
able to help by donating a small amount.
"Everyone can be a part of this," Wilson added.
"Who doesn't have a dollar to spare?"
_
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TREATS
( FROM PAGE 5 )
particular, is working to enhance the relationship
with the organization by establishing lectures and
workshops for YWCA staff and parents.
After leaving Bayboro Hall, the children made
their last stop at the Poynter library, where they
sat down to rest their legs and enjoy juice drinks.
At 10:30 a.m., a little more than an hour after
they had arrived on campus, the diminutive
troupe· began the journey back to the day care
center.

Alife
on the
water
New sailing coach hopes to lead co-ed
team to better performance, better ·
national rankings
by TAMMY
staff writer

BARTHLETT

New USF coed sailing coach Dave Fallon
can't remember a time when he couldn't sail.
From summer trips to his grandfathe:r:'s yacht
club to idolizing his older brothers, sailing has
always been in his life.
"I don't remember learning to sail," said
Fallon, a Massachusetts native. "I guess I was
really young."
Fallon attended Skidmore College in New
York, where he received his bachelor's degree in
anthropology and minored in environment
studies. Although Skidmore didn't have a sailing
program, Fallon said he's made up for what he
missed in college through coaching.
Fallon's coaching jobs have spanned all age
groups and programs. He started his career as an
instructor teaching young kids in learn-to-sail
programs. He's been on race committees for
regattas and was a high school coach in
Falmouth, Mass. Before coming to USF, he was
an·assistant coach at Bowdoin College in
Brunswick Maine.
Fallon found the USF coaching position on..
collegesailing.org's job bank, the same place he
had found his last job.
The position became open when former coach
Garth Reynolds announced in late May that he
wouldn't be returning. Fallon was the top choice
out of three candidates interviewed by a campus
search committee that included women's sailing
coach Allison Jolly and Waterfront Coordinator
Jim Stull.
"We simply wanted to reach another plateau
with our team racing and Dave had plenty of
that experience,". Stull said.
While Fallon finds Florida "wicked hot," he
has high hopes for the coed team this year.
"As of now, we're ranked 13th in the country
and my goal for the team is to be back in the top
10," Fallon said. It can achieve that goal by
fmishing in the top 10 at the Atlantic Coast
Championship at St. Mary's College of
Maryland, Nov. 12 and 13.
Fallon's younger brother Peter competes for
Tufts University and won the Freshman Atlantic
Coast Championship in 2003. His brothers John,
Mark and Tim have competed for Dartmouth
College, Connecticut College, and Tufts
University, respectively.
· "I've always looked up to my older brothers as
great sailors," Fallon said. "It's a lifetime sport
and I hope to pass it on to my family in the
future."

SAILING COACH

l

USF St. Petersburg sailing coach Dave Fallon treads the coastal waters. Fallon
brings a lifetime of sailing experience, competition and professionalism to the USF St. Petersburg coed sailing team with his coaching.

lilt's a lifetime
sport and I
hope to pass it
on to my family
in the future:'
DAVE FAllON
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SENSIBLE STYLE

Get sss't o Clean
Out Your Closet! "Sensible Style" Now
Open! Upscale Women's Consignment.
Brand Name Clothing and Accessories.
727-577-3597

XMAS LIGHTING

Lookingforhard
working individuals to help decorate
homes. No experience necessary; will train.
Job requires working on ladders &
rooftops. Must be dependable & have
reliable transportation. $10/hour, 20-35
per week. November-Mid December.
Please call Jessica at 813-234-1663.

LOOKING FOR RESULTS?
Advertise in The Crow~ Nest
classifieds! $10.35 for 20 words
and $1 for every extra four words.
Get great results without breaking the bank! Contact Advertising
Manager Michelle Bocchino at
mbocchin@mail.usf.edu for more
information. What are you ·
waitjng for? ACT NOW!
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il·llJminated

by WENDY 0 WEN
senior staff writer

Representative Heather Small said
there should be more emphasis on
leadership.
All members were in agreement that
they needed to participate in. activities
to get to lmow each other better. Hyatt
then decided that at the next meeting
they would all pick a date when they
can go out, have fun and get to lmow
each other better.
As members of a commuter campus,
many in attendance felt as though there
is not much of a sense of community.
However, with the dorms soon to be
finished, student government hopes
that will change. They also discussed
ways to make sure upcoming events
were better advertised.
Representative Danie Cutler
suggested having people come to
m~etings to discuss happenings around
the community and campus and to give
presentations on new research being
conducted.

It's no secret
that the movie
industry is getting
lazy and turns to
books now more
than ever for new
ideas. In some cases, I find that a really
good movie will actually inspire me to
read the book- "American Psycho,"
"Cold Mountain" and "To Kill a
Mockingbird" being a few good
examples.
"Everything is Illuminated" is no
different. The first novel by Jonathan
Safran Foer became a best seller in 2002
and has provided the material for one of
the best movies of 2005.
Liev Schreiber (Cotton Weary from
"Scream") makes his directing debut in
this film about a Jewish-American
collector looking for his family's past in
·
the Ukraine.
Not only is this film an amazing
directing effort on the part of Schreiber,
but it also proves to be a funny story, full

The next student government !1'feeting
is scheduled for Nov. 9 in Davis Hall,
room 130.

debut

"Everything is Illuminated" is among the year's best films

of interesting characters, adventure and · may otherwise seem cliche. But the
portrayal of these various characters and
drama.
One of the most interesting aspects of situations is more interesting than
this movie is the cast. The author of the
pretentious. The characters are
book and namesake of the main
endearing and the rolling Ukrainian
countryside breathtaking.
character, Jonathan Safran Foer makes
an appearance as a leaf blower and his
Anyone that ever tried to piece
real grandfather also has a lead part.
together their heritage or find out where
Elijah Wood resurrects his creepy
their family comes from will appreciate
expressionless .character (like in "Sin
this movie. Though the film touches on
City!') as kleptomaniac Jonathan Foer.
material that is familiar to cinema (the
Holocaust, for instance), it is a fresh
Eugene Hutz has a hilarious acting
breath of air among formulaic films.
debut as Alex, the Ukrainian urban
Adidas jumpsuit-wearing translator with Unlike anything you have ever seen
a penchant for Kangol caps. Hutz is best before, "Everything is Illuminated" may
·lmown as being the front man for the
be one of the best movies of the year.
bizarre but awesome gypsy-punk band
"Gogol Bordello," which also adds to
the film's amazing soundtrack. Other
My Rating:
eastern European bands like
"Leningrad" give the film a truly
~~ Jl._J\..., JL.A J\.-,JL, {\ JL
colorful and upbeat score.
'\_~ '\_~ '\_~ \_~ ~~
· From a demented dog to a jogging
polka band, "Everything is Illuminated"
has a number of interesting aspects that
BUili!I.US1RA110N II MONICA WIERUSZEWSKI
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NEWS FROM STUDENT LIFE
WHAT'S
HAPPENING...

- FINALLY~ ..

REMEMBER...
'

-Sailing Team
New Hours for the Swimming Pool:

Dinner & a Movie:
Madagascar
Campus Activities Center
Friday, November 4
7:00p.m

Lap Swim 7 am to 9 am
Monday through Friday

&
Open Swim 11 am to 6 pm
·Monday through Sunday
-

~

Looking for USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate students to join USF
St. Pete's sailing teams.
No prior experience necessary.
Call. the Waterfront Of ce for details
at 553-4597.

SAFE Team
Sponsored by Harborside Activities
Board
Visit us
online at
www.stpt.usf.edu/studentlife

Remember to change your clocks
back with the change in tinie.this
Sunday. "Fall back one hour" to
Eastern Standard Time.

Looking for drivers for the
SAFE Team.
No experience necessary.
Hours are Man-Thurs
6:30 to 10:30 pni
553-4SAF

STUDENT LifE PROGRAMS AND SERVICES ARE PAID fOR BY STUDENT FEES
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CIRCUS McGURKUS
( PHOTOS QOCKWlSE fROM FAR liFT )

1. St. Petersburg residents Naomi Gluck, 13, and Dawn
Cecil, assistant professor of criminology at USF St.
Petersburg, stand in front of the Hip Expressions belly
dancing booth at Circus McGurkus. This year's event was
held Saturday, Oct 29, at Walter Fuller Park in St.
Petersburg. 2. St. Petersburg resident Ethan Ziesing,
7, swirls a flourescent nylon piece of fabric at Circus
McGurkus. The long fabric, called a Zuni Poi Swing, was
originally used by the indigenous Maori people of
Polynesia and New Zealand to increase their flexibility,
strength and coordination. 3. Clearwater resident

John Stonehouse sells-jars of honeycombs at Circus
McGurkus. 4. St. Petersburg resident Brady Johnson
cooks hot dogs, polish sausages and com on the cob on
the grill at Circus McGurkus. Johnson also vends food at
the Saturday Morning Market in downtown St.
Petersburg. 5. Dunedin resident Tyler Kaley, 9, and St.
Petersburg resident Violet McGovern, 9, play instruments
and sing at a Hare Krishna circle at Circus McGurkus.
All photosby Genessa Poth.
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www.stpt.usf.edu/housing.
For more information email
.housing@stpLusf.edu, or contact
Residence Life at (727) 553-4162.
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